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the high castes, on the other hand, individual incomes differ
widely. An institution like the caste panchayat which is avo-
wedly based on social equality cannot function successfully
against economic inequality.

Recent Changes in Caste Government

The last two or three decades have witnessed the waning
power of caste panchayats in many a place. But that is not all.
A transition from permanent to impermanent panchayats is im-
perceptibly taking place. For instance, when a chowdhri dies
his successor is not always elected or recognized. And as many
of the castes have only one officer in the person of a chowdhri,
the panchayats of such castes would, under the above circum-
stances, partake of the character of impermanent panchayats.
There would be no one responsible for bringing offences to the
notice of the panchayat Meetings of the panchayats are be-
coming infrequent partly because the panchayat has suffered a
loss of prestige, partly because the cost of summoning a pan-
chayat proves prohibitive in many a case, and partly because
of disorganization of the executive of the type indicated above.
As in the case of high castes, public opinion is becoming the
sole agency of social control. When a person is suspected of
an offence of a serious nature, the elders often meet informally
or even acting on their own individual initiative send the sus-
pect to Coventry. It rests with him then to summon the pan-
chayat and clarify his position. But excommunicatiqn, too, has
lost its terror. A man who is outcasted in his own village can
leave it and enjoy equal privileges elsewhere.

Tendencies of the nature indicated above are more marked
in the Punjab and the U.P. than elsewhere in Northern India.
Even those parts of the U.P. like the Sub-Himalaya East which
were, a decade back, least affected by such disintegrating ten-
dencies have now been considerably affected.

'Causes and Effects of Weakening of Panchayats

Of the causes that are undermining the prestige and autho-
rity of panchayats perhaps the most important one is the
growth of a spirit of independence. This is probably the out-
come of spread of education and improvement in the means of